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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-15 

USIA-15 ACDA-19 10-15 OMB-01 DRC-01 /133W 

069015 

R 261657Z SEP 73 
FM AMCONSUL HALIFAX 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 304 
INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMCONSUL MONTREAL UNN 
AMCONSUL HALIFAX UNN 

UNCLAS QUEBEC 167 

PREMIER BOURASSA ANNOUNCED LAST NIGHT GENERAL ELECTIONS WOULD 
BE HELD IN QUEBEC OCTOBER 29. HIS TAPED, BROADCAST STATEMENT 
ASSERTED LIBERAL PARTY HAD LARGELY COMPLETED MANDATE FOR WHICH 
ELECTED IN 1970, NAMELY, GET ECONOMY MOVING, CLEAN UP PUBLIC 
FINANCES, IMPROVE SOCIAL CLIMATE, AND AFFIRM QUEBEC ROLE WITHIN 
CANADA. IN VIEW CHANGES REPRESENTATION OCCASIONED BY NEW 
ELECTORAL MAP. HE WAS SEEKING NEW MANDATE "FOR NEXT PHASE 
QUEBEC'S DEVELOPMENT." 

DURING SEPTEMBER HAD BEEN GROWING INDICATIONS ELECTIONS MIGHT BE 
CALLED THIS FALL. PARTI QUEBECOIS HAS LONG CLAIMED ELECTIONS 
WOULD BE HELD THIS YEAR, AND HAS BEEN ACTIVELY CAMPAIGNING 
FOR SEVERAL MONTHS; IS PROBABLY BEST PREPARED OF ALL PARTIES. 

SINCE ELECTION DUPUIS AS LEADER. CREDITISTES HAVE BEEN 
TAUNTING GOVERNMENT IT TOO WEAK AND CORRUPT TO OUTLAST WINTER, 
AND IT TOO HAS BEEN CAMPAIGNING LATELY. PRESS HAS NATURALLY 
PLAYED UP SPECULATION, AND BOURASSA DECISION AT LEAST PARTLY 
REACTION TO OPPOSITION PRESSURES. 

BOURASSA ALLEGEDLY WAVERED UNTIL VERY RECENTLY OVER GENERAL, 
PARTIAL OR NO ELECTIONS. MANY LIBERAL DEPUTIES. PARTICULARLY FROM 
RURAL RIDINGS, SAID TO HAVE OPPOSED ELECTIONS NOW, THOUGH 
IDEA FAVORED BY PARTY MANAGERS. AT CAUCUS MEETING YESTERDAY, 
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AND L'ALLIER, REPORTEDLY OPPOSED DECISION. CALLING ELECTIONS 
BEFORE END OF NORMAL TERM, AND FOR VERY GENERAL REASONS 
ADVANCED BY BOURASSA, OF COURSE, HAS ELEMENT POLITICAL 
OPPORTUNISM. THERE ARE THOSE, INCLUDING SOME LIBERAL BACKERS, 
WHO SUGGEST THAT BECAUSE OF HARD TIME GOVERNMENT HAD LAST 
ASSEMBLY SESSION OVER ALLEGED UNDERWORLD LINKS, EXCESSIVE 
PATRONAGE, LANGUAGE AND EDUCATION POLICY, AND MANAGEMENT 
JAMES BAY PROJECT, ELECTIONS NOW ALSO HAVE ELEMENT POLITICAL 
ESCAPISM. 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AT PRESENT COMPOSED 68 LIBERALS, 15 UN, 1 1 
CAMPAIGN PERIOD WILL BE MINIMUM UNDER NEW LAW, 32 DAYS, 

THUS SHORTEST IN QUEBEC HISTORY. BOURASSA DEPARTED FROM QUEBEC 
TRADITION BY NOT ANNOUNCING ELECTIONS AT PRESS CONFERENCE, 

AND BY DECLINING SEE PRESS AFTERWARDS. 

MELBY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 SEP 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973FIALIFA00167 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: HALIFAX 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 973091 0/aaaaagwr.tel 

Line Count: 77 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: kellerpr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17-Aug-2001 by reddocgw>; APPROVED <03-Jan-2002 by kellerpr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: n/a 

TAGS: PFOR 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



